
APPENDIX 2

REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT CHARGES 2019/20

PROPOSAL

1. The council will make the following changes
 Provision of mains water on all allotment sites where feasible
 Increase of allotment rent to ensure that the service is cost neutral to the Council 

covering the cost of water usage and is in line with rent of the surrounding allotment 
providers. 

BACKGROUND

2. Chorley Council manages 204 allotments/allotment gardens over 10 sites across the 
Borough. 

 
Allotment Site Number 

of plots
Mains water 

provision
Crosse Hall Lane, Chorley 79 Yes
Manor Road, Clayton-Le-Woods 13 Proposed
Moor Road, Chorley . Plots 200 A-F. 230 – 220. 242 - 232 and 262 
– 280.  (Allotment gardens behind terraced properties).

24 No

Windsor Park, Sandringham Road Chorley 32 Yes
Bay Horse, Church Hill, Whittle-le-Woods 11 Proposed
Worthy Street, Chorley. (behind alley gates) 7 No
Rangletts Recreation Ground Chorley 30 Proposed
School Lane, Brinscall. (Allotment gardens behind terraced 
houses)

3 No

Duke Street, Chorley.  (Allotment gardens behind terraced 
properties). Permission approved to sell off land and resource new 
allotment site creation elsewhere in the Borough. 

4 
+2 

garages

No

All Seasons Leisure Centre 1 No 
Total Number of allotment plots 206

Benchmarking

3. Chorley Council’s charges are amongst some of the lowers in the surrounding area

Site / Borough Rent charged per annum. 
Chorley Council £47.   £24.50 for Concession. 
Cuerden Valley Trust £100 incl water
Top Lock Wheelton –Private site £125 – no water
Tameside Council £108.   £54 for Concession. Water extra. 
Hynburn Council £40 in 2018. £45 in 2020 and £50 in 2021. 
Great Broughton – Chester £67 large plot.  £45 for regular plot. Concession 30% 

less. No extra charge for water. 
Preston Council £85 for large plot. £38 for regular plot. Concession 

30% less. No extra charge for water



4. In 2018/19 the rent received was:- 

Type Number of 
Plots

Income

Full Rent 131 6,157
Concession 75 1,762
Total 206 7,919

5. Allotment Rents were agreed to be increased by 2.5% each year through Exec Member 
Decision in September 2014. 

6. As such rents have gradually risen from £42.50 and £21.25 for concessions (over 60) in 
2014 to £47 and £23.50 for concessions in 2018/19. This charge is the same for all plot 
sizes and sites. 

7. Allotment Budget – the net budget is currently set at near zero suggesting that allotments 
expenditure breaks-even funded from income.  All rent is put back into the management 
and maintenance of allotment sites.  The work to be carried out is agreed at twice yearly 
Allotment Advisory Group meetings to which all allotment holders are invited to attend. The 
budget is used for path and car park resurfacing, signage, notice boards, new boundary 
fencing, bark and manure bays, tree felling and crown lifting and skips.  Allotment site 
maintenance is carried out by probation service for nil cost and streetscene carry out 
mowing at one site.   The budget does not take into account offices time to run the service. 

8. Discussions at Allotment Advisory Meetings have suggested that people would not like to 
see large allotment rent increases but an increase of £5 - £10 would be acceptable. 

9. Rents are invoiced in September each year charging for 6 months in arrears and 6 months 
in advance.  It is proposed to raise the rent to £48.20 and £24.10 in 2019/20.  Any further 
changes to rents require a 12 month notice as per the tenancy agreement and so it is also 
proposed to increase rents by 10% in 2020/21. 

Allotment waiting list
10. Allotments are still very popular in Chorley and we have worked hard over the past 6 years 

to create new allotment sites, manage existing allotment sites and reduce the waiting list 
from 400 to 98 people. On average 4 people are added to the waiting list each month.  
Currently people wait around 18 months to be allocated an allotment plot if they are willing 
to take any site. Some people remain on the waiting list for years due to wanting specific 
sites – i.e Windsor Park. 

Allotment mains water provision 
11. Main water has historically been provided by standpipes on Crosse Hall Allotments and 

Windsor Park Allotments.  New allotment sites at Rangletts Rec and Manor Road have 
been created without mains water provision following a sustainable approach to collect 
water from rainfall, the land drainage and surrounding buildings. It is known that natural 
water is best for growing crops and is the most ecologically and environmentally sound 
approach. Plots with sheds have water butts and IBC tanks are used to store rainwater 
where large buildings are adjacent to allotments.  Underground storage tanks and ponds 
are also utilised along with best practice techniques for soil preparation and mulching to 
retain moisture.   However, a sustainable approach has been trialled now for many years 
and is not conducive to effective food growing as not enough water can be collected and 
stored to sustain a dry summer.  



12. Allotment tenants with no mains water have really struggled to keep their crops alive during 
this summer and they also struggled last year.  Tenants have to bring water to site from 
home which is very difficult or they have to let crops die which is disheartening. 

13. It is recommended that mains water is provided on all allotment sites and that the charges 
should be passed onto the allotment tenant.  NOTE – it is not proposed to provide water on 
plots/allotment gardens that are behind terraced houses or in alley gated areas unless fully 
justified as tenants where possible live adjacent to the “garden extensions”) It is also 
proposed that the tenancy agreement is updated with terms of how to use water 
sustainability and rules of water use on sites  - i.e. rainwater harvesting is expected of all 
tenants where possible and this source will be used first before reliance on mains water. 
Education can play a big part in water conservation.

14. Water is proposed to be installed on Bay Horse allotments and Manor Rd Allotments over 
the next 18 months utilising allotment income.  It is not proposed to install water on Moor 
Road, Worthy Street or School Lane Allotments owing to the positioning behind terraced 
properties and many of the plots being allotment gardens to the houses. 


